
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Explanatory Note 
for Communion Hymns  

of Feast Days 
 
 

he following section contains the communion hymns chanted on major feast days. To 

avoid repetition, the communion hymns that are found elsewhere in this book are not 

included in this section. The chart below shows where these hymns are to be found: 

 
 

T 
  pages 

Feast days of the Mother of God See communion hymns for Wednesday 482-489 

Feast days of the Archangels See communion hymns for Monday 470-475 

Feast days of the Honorable 
Forerunner and of other Saints 

See communion hymns for Tuesday 476-481 

Feast days of the Apostles, the 
Evangelists, the Three Hierarchs, 
and Sts. Constantine and Helen 

See communion hymns for Thursday 490-494 

Feast days of the Cross (August 1 
and Third Sunday of Lent) 

See communion hymn for September 14 510 

Holy Thursday See communion hymns “Receive Me 
Today” in next section 

534-544 

Feast day of Sts. Joachim and Anna See communion hymn for the Sunday of 
All Saints 

527 



                                        Explanatory Note for Communion Hymns  
 

 

Since some melodies of the communion hymns are brief, it may be necessary to chant 

something else until the priest is ready to give communion to the faithful. Instead of repeating 

the same hymn to bide time, the choir may chant other psalmic verses or a slow alleluia.1 The 

following chart shows where the music for slow alleluias may be found in this book in various 

modes. 
 

Slow Alleluias 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Appending a long, elaborate alleluia to the brief psalmic verse of the communion hymn was a practice prevalent in 
the pre-Koukouzelian era. However, the more ancient practice (which encouraged congregational participation) 
was to chant a complete psalm with brief, pendant alleluias after each verse. (Vid. Conomos, Dimitri, The Late Byz-
antine and Slavonic Communion Cycle: Liturgy and Music, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington, D.C., 1985, pp. 59-61.) 

  pages 

First Mode See end of slow communion hymns for Sunday and 
Monday or slow alleluia at the end of this section. 

455, 472, 529 

Third Mode See slow alleluia in plagal fourth mode at the end 
of this section. 

532 

Fourth Mode See end of slow communion hymn for Wednesday 
or slow alleluia at the end of this section. 

483, 531 

Plagal First Mode See end of slow communion hymns for Friday and 
Saturday. 

497, 502 

Grave Mode See end of slow communion hymn for Tuesday. 478 

Plagal Fourth Mode See slow alleluia at the end of this section. 532 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Light of Thy 
Countenance 

 
Communion Hymn for September 14th 
The Exaltation of the Precious Cross 

 
Third Mode 

by Hieromonk Ephraim 

 
 

                             

                    
                

                                  

                         ƒhe____ ƒlight________________________________             ƒƒof____ÌÌ   ƒƒThy___Ì 

    counƒ-ƒte -    -  ƒƒnance,__              O____ ƒLord,________Ì   hath________ÌÌ ƒƒbeen       ƒsigned_ÌÌ 

    _________________ÌÌ ƒƒup-ƒon_____   us._________________________Ì          Al -    ƒle -    ƒlu - 

Duration: 1:00

 76




Grand Piano

double-click to hear MIDI file



Communion Hymn  -  Exaltation of the Cross 

                 



    -     -     -     -   ƒƒi -     -     -     -     -  a._______ÌÌ 

THE  EXALTATION OF THE CROSS



 
 
 

 
He Hath Sent 
Redemption 

 
Communion Hymn for December 25th 

The Nativity of Christ 
 

First Mode  
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

   
 

                        

                                  

        
                   

                     



                    et         e______________ÌÌ  ƒhath__________ sent          ƒƒre -   -  demp -     -     -     - 

    -     -     -     -      ƒtion_________________________ÌÌ            ƒƒun -       ƒƒto______Ì  ƒHis  peo -   ƒ- 

    -     -     -     -     -     -     -      ple.______________________________ÌÌ          ƒƒAl -    ƒle -     lu -  

    -     -     -     -     -  ƒƒi -     -     -     -   ƒƒa.___________________________________    

Duration: 1:00

 76




Grand Piano

double-click to hear MIDI file



Communion Hymn  -  Nativity 

 
Alternate Melody 

 
Third Mode 


  

                                

                              

              
                

            



Duration: 1:00

 76

H                     ƒƒe__________________________________________ÌÌƒhath______Ìƒƒsent        ƒre -    - 

    ƒdem -     -     -     -         ƒre -   demp -     -     -     -     -     ƒtion           ƒun -       ƒƒto____    ƒHis__Ì 

     peo -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - ƒple._____Ì               Al -    ƒƒle -    ƒlu -     -     -     - 

      i -     -     -     -     -  a._______ 

He who is not alone but is with others,

cannot derive so much benefit from psalmody 

as from internal prayer; for the confusion of voices 

renders the psalms indistinct. 

 

—St. John of the Ladder 



 
 
 
 

The Grace of God 
That Bringeth Salvation 

 
Communion Hymn for January 6th 

Theophany 
 

Plagal First Mode 
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

                  
        

                             

                               

                              
 

              

                         he    ƒgrace___________________________  ƒof___________Ì  God            ƒthat  

    bring -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -  ƒeth____________ÌÌ          sal -     -     -  ƒva -     -      

    -     -     ƒtion____________________________Ì                  ƒto      ƒƒall    ƒmen_______  ƒƒhath___ 

         ƒap -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -ƒpeared.________________Ì         ƒAl -  

     -     -    ƒle -    ƒƒƒlu -     -  i -     -    a.____________________ 

Duration: 1:00

 76




Grand Piano

double-click to hear MIDI file



Communion Hymn  -  Theophany 

 
Alternate Melody 

 
Plagal Fourth Mode 


 

                   

                             

                                  

                              

                                

                            

                     



Duration: 1:15

 76

T        ƒhe____Ì ƒgrace_____________ÌÌ    of____________ÌÌ  God________Ì   that___Ì   bring - 

    -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     eth__________________Ì 

    ____Ì             sal -     -  ƒva -     -     -  tion________Ì   ƒto______Ì     all____________________ÌÌ 

    _____________Ì     ƒƒmen_________________________________________________________Ì 

    ____Ì          ƒƒhath_______________________________________________________Ì   ƒƒap -    - 

    -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - peared.______________ÌÌ            ƒAl -    ƒle - 

      ƒlu -     -     -     -     - ƒi -     -     -     -     -     -   a.____________________________Ì  



 
 
 
 

 
The Lord Hath 
Elected Sion 

 
Communion Hymn for March 25th 

The Annunciation 
 

Plagal Fourth Mode 
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

                         

                                 

                    
            

                            

                  ƒhe    ƒLord______________________Ì  hath     ƒe -    -   lect -     -     -     -     - ƒƒƒed___ÌÌ 

      ƒƒSi -     -     -     -     -    ƒon,___Ì          ƒHe     hath  ƒcho-ƒsen__ ƒƒher__Ì   ƒƒto____Ì      ƒbe______ÌÌ 

    __________________          ƒƒa     hab -    ƒi -     ta -     -   tion   for_________Ì     ƒHim -     -     - 

      -   ƒself.___________        ƒAl -  ƒle -    ƒlu -     -     -     -      i -     -     -     ƒa.___   

Duration: 1:00

 76

T 




Grand Piano

double-click to hear MIDI file



 
 
 

 
Out of the Mouths 

of Babes 
 

Communion Hymn for Lazarus Saturday 
 

Plagal First Mode 
by Hieromonk Ephraim 

 

 

                     

                              

       



                              ƒut   ƒof ƒƒthe   mouths_Ì    of    ƒbabes__ÌÌ  and     ƒsuck -     -     -     - ƒlings  

     hast___ÌÌ Thou__ÌÌ    ƒper -     -  ƒfect - ed___    ƒpraise.__Ì               ƒAl -    ƒƒle -     lu -     -     -      

         i -     -     -     -    ƒƒa. 

Duration: :30

 76

IT IS A GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT TO PRAY WITHOUT DISTRACTION,  

BUT IT IS EVEN GREATER TO CHANT WITHOUT DISTRACTION. 

√EVAGRIOS THE SOLITARY 




Grand Piano

double-click to hear MIDI file



 
 
 
 
 

Blessed is He 
That Cometh 

 
Communion Hymn for Palm Sunday 

 
Plagal First Mode 

adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 
of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

              
       

                         

                            

                            



                         ƒles -     -     -     -     -ƒƒsed_____ÌÌ       ƒƒis    ƒhe________   that   com -     -     -     - 

    -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - ƒƒeth________________ÌÌ 

      in______   ƒthe___________Ìƒname_____________     of_______Ìƒthe_________  ƒLord._____Ì 

    ____Ì          ƒƒAl -    ƒƒle -    ƒƒlu -     -     -     -     -      ƒi -     -     -     -     - ƒƒa._________ÌÌ 

Duration: 0:45

 76




Grand Piano

double-click to hear MIDI file



 
 
 

The Lord Awoke 
As One That Sleepeth 

 
First Mode 

adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 
of Simonos Petras Monastery 

   

         
         

                                 

                         







            he___   Lord___     a -     -     - woke____     as        one___  that__   sleep -     -     -  

  eth,        and     is      ƒris -     -     -     -   en,________         sav -     -     -     -     -   ing______ 

 _______  us.___________    Al -     -     -    ƒle - ƒlu -     -     -     -    i -     -     -    a._______      

T 

Duration: 0:45

 76




Grand Piano

double-click to hear MIDI file



 
 
 
 
 

Partake Ye of the 
Body of Christ 

 
Communion Hymn for Pascha 

 
Plagal First Mode 

adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 
of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

                          

                             

                                 

                                     

                         

                            ƒƒar -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - ƒƒtake___Ì____________________ 

    _______Ì                   ye_________________________Ì     of___      ƒthe____________ ƒƒBod -   

    -     -     -     -   y____________________             ƒƒthe   ƒƒBod -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - 

     y             the    ƒBod -     -     -     y        of_____________ÌÌ    ƒChrist,______________ÌÌ      taste_

    __________  ƒƒthe   foun -     -     ƒtain_______________    of      im -  ƒƒmor -     -     -     -    tal -  
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Communion Hymn  -  Pascha 

                                   

    



    -     -     -     i -     -     -     -     -     -    ty._____________________________________________ 

    _________________         



Communion Hymn  -  Pascha 

 
Briefer Melody 

 
Plagal First Mode 

adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 
of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

                      

                                 

                              

     

Duration: 0:45
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P     ƒar -     -     -     -     -   take___Ì   ye____    of     ƒthe    Bod -     -     -     -    ƒy___Ì 

    _______      ƒof_______________Ì    ƒƒChrist,_______Ì              ƒƒtaste______________Ì   the___ÌÌ 

    ƒfoun -     -    ƒtain of    im -      mor -    -   ƒƒtal -     -     -     i -     -     -     -     -     -  ƒty.________Ì 

    _______ 

When you stand in church,  

be careful not to look here and there  

or curiously examine how each one of the  

brethren stands or sings. Rather, pay attention  

only to yourself and to the chanting and to your sins.  

 

—St. Symeon the New Theologian 



 
 
 

 
Praise the Lord, 

O Jerusalem 
 

Communion Hymn for Thomas Sunday 
Third Mode 

 

 

                           

                           

        

           ƒraise__________ ƒthe__ Lord,    O     ƒJer -    ƒu -     -     -     -   sa -  -  lem;       praise__ 

_________  Thy  God,___  O_________   Si -     -     -     -     -    on.___          ƒAl -  le -     lu -  

 -     -     -     -ƒi -     -     -     -    a.__      

P 

Virtually all know the words of this psalm and they continue to sing it at every age, 

without knowing, however, the sense of what has been said. This is not a small charge, 

to sing something every day, putting forth words from the mouth, without searching 

out the meaning of the thoughts residing in the words. 

 —St. John Chrysostom, On Psalm 140 
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He That Eateth 
My Flesh 

 
Communion Hymn for the 

Wednesday of Mid-Pentecost 
 

First Mode 
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

  
 

                        

                                        

                                 

              

                                 e     ƒƒthat    ƒeat -     -     eth  ƒƒMy________ flesh__Ì         and   ƒdrink -     - 

    -     -     -     -     - eth_______ƒMy________ÌÌ blood       dwell -    -   ƒeth     ƒin____   ƒMe__ÌÌ 

     and       ƒI____Ì      ƒin___   ƒƒhim,_ÌÌ  ƒsaid___________ÌÌ    the__________ ƒƒLord.        ƒAl -  ƒle - 

         lu -     -     -     -    i -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -      a.____Ì 

Duration: 1:00
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God is Gone Up 
in Jubilation 

 
Communion Hymn for Ascension 

 
Second Mode 

"Deuteroprotos" 
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

  
 

                   

                           

                                

                          

        

                    et         ƒod___________________Ì_____________________________Ì    ƒis     gone_ 

    __________    up___         ƒƒin      ƒƒju -    ƒbi -     -     -     ƒƒla -     -     -     -     -     -     -ƒƒtion,_____ 

    _________________         ƒƒthe______________  ƒLord_________  ƒwith   ƒthe   voice________Ì 

      ƒof   ƒthe_____  trump -     -     -     -     -     -  ƒet._____________Ì  ƒAl -  ƒle -    ƒlu -     -     -     -     

         i -    -   ƒƒa. 

Duration: 1:00
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Thy Good Spirit 
Shall Lead Me 

 
Communion Hymn for Pentecost 

 
First Mode 

adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 
of Simonos Petras Monastery 

  
 

                    
    

                                 

                                 

                             

             

                      ƒhy   ƒgood    Spir -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -    ƒit    ƒshall_____ÌÌ 

    _______Ìƒlead_______________     ƒƒme_______________________________Ì         ƒin_______ 

    ____Ìƒƒthe_______ÌÌ  land_____Ì   ƒƒof      up -     -     -     -    ƒright -     -     -     -     -     -  ness.__Ì 

    _________________________________________________________Ì          Al -     le -      ƒƒlu - 

    -     -     -     - i -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     ƒa.____ 

Duration: 1:00
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Communion Hymn  -  Pentecost 

 
Alternate Melody 

 
Plagal Second Mode 

adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 
of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

                     
         

                              

                



           

                                  

 



Duration: 1:00
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T                     hy___ÌÌ good____________________________ÌƒSpir -     -     -  ƒit           ƒshall_____Ì 

    ______Ì  ƒlead___________ÌÌ     me________________________________           ƒin____   ƒthe  

       ƒƒland_________________________________     ƒƒof      ƒup - ƒright -     -     -     -     -     -     - 

  ƒƒness.______________________Ì             ƒƒAl -   ƒƒle -       ƒƒlu -     -     -     -     -     -     -      ƒi -     -   

       a. 



 
 
 
 

Take Not Thy 
Holy Spirit From Us 

 
Communion Hymn for  

Monday of the Holy Spirit 
 

Plagal Second Mode 
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

                   



      

                          

                        

                     ƒƒake___ÌÌ ƒƒnot_______________________________________ÌÌ ƒThy________Ì  ƒƒHo -  

      ƒly____  ƒƒSpir -     -     -     -  it_______Ìfrom__________       us.________________________ÌÌ 

                ƒƒAl -   ƒƒle -       ƒƒlu -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -ƒƒi -     -     ƒa. 

Duration: 0:45

 76

   Now [in 1911] theatrical tunes and melodies have even 

penetrated into the Church, forcing out ancient chant. 

Meanwhile, the latter is more highly artistic, but people 

don't understand this." 

  —St. Barsanuphius of Optina 
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                                e -  ƒjoice___Ì   ƒin         the___ÌÌ  Lord,__ÌÌ  O ƒye___ ƒright -     -    eous, praise

     is  meet_____Ì  ƒfor___ÌÌ the__ÌÌ   up -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -  ƒright.___________Ì 

    _____________________________Ì           Al -    -    -  le -     -     -     -  ƒƒlu -     -     -  ƒi -     -     - 

      -     a. 

 
 
 
 

Rejoice in the Lord 
O Ye Righteous 

 
Communion Hymn for the 

Sunday of All Saints 
 

Plagal First Mode 
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

                          

  
                       

                
               

   

Duration: 0:45
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In the Light  
of Thy Face 

 
Communion Hymn for August 6th 

The Transfiguration 
 

Plagal Fourth Mode 
adapted from Hieromonk Gregory 

of Simonos Petras Monastery 

 

 

        
             

                                     

                              

                          

           

                    ƒn      ƒthe   ƒƒlight______________  ƒƒof    ƒThy___Ì  ƒface,________ÌÌ       ƒƒO_________ 

    __Ì Lord,        ƒƒshall___________ƒƒwe________Ì     walk,__ÌÌ             ƒand_______Ì ƒƒwe_______Ì 

       ƒƒshall______________  ƒre -     -      joice__                ƒin     Thy   name___________Ì  for -   - 

    -     -   ƒev -     -     -     -     -     -   er._____________________________ÌÌ         ƒAl -   ƒle -    ƒƒlu - 

    -     -     -     -   ƒƒi -     -     -     -   ƒa.___ 

Duration: 1:00
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